COMMUNITY & CONNECTION
Ann Beha Architects celebrates the completion of the
renovation and expansion of Mattatuck Museum.

S

tanding on historic Waterbury Green,
Mattatuck Museum has served as a keeper of
artifacts and a place for community engagement
around regional history and Connecticut-based
art since 1877. Reconnecting the museum to
its neighborhood was a critical goal behind the
reimagination of building and site, allowing the
museum to relate more directly to a revitalized
downtown area.
Following completion of a master plan, ABA
designed a $9M renovation and expansion
of the museum’s existing building, a former
Masonic Temple built in 1912. The museum’s
wings were connected only by a stairwell, and a
small elevator on the upper floors limited public
access and the ability to move large artworks.
Classroom space was limited and lacked natural
light. A previous addition occupied the corner
lot, presenting an impenetrable mass at street
level and closing the museum off from the
town green. The main entrance was small and
not fully accessible, and first-floor circulation
could be confusing and lacked opportunities for
exhibition.
A 6,800-square-foot addition, clad in zinc that
hearkens back to Waterbury’s past fame as
“Brass Capital of America,” opens to a new
street-level plaza that doubles as a sculpture
garden. From the plaza, visitors can enter an
accessible, expansive lobby with space for
ticketing, retail, events, and exhibition.

New classrooms on the ground and mezzanine
levels offer larger and more comfortable
spaces for community education programs.
The first-floor classroom, positioned at the
corner with windows that address the street,
makes educational activities visible to the
neighborhood. And as visitors travel through
the museum to expanded gallery spaces, made
accessible by a new elevator, they can maintain
a visual connection with the town green through
broad banks of windows.
A critical component of the addition is a
3,300-square-foot roof terrace overlooking
the green. Used daily by museum visitors as a
gathering space, the terrace is also available
for private rentals. A new type of venue for the
museum, the terrace acts as a stage, putting
gatherings on display and sharing the festivities
with the neighborhood.
Community connections were at the heart
of the project. Funding for the renovation
came from a state grant and a grassroots-level
capital campaign supported by numerous
small donations. As Waterbury continues to
invest in its downtown, the museum is actively
working to be a part of the change, not only by
safeguarding and sharing the region’s history
and art, but by embracing the streets and the
adjacent town green.

“The goal of this project was to literally open up the museum to our community and
to welcome them into their museum, and this renovation does that and more. The
transformation enables us tell more of the untold stories of our region, to welcome
more people, and to broaden our education, exhibition, and event possibilities.”
— Robert Burns, Director,
Mattatuck Museum

The new lobby features a welcome desk made of stained wood and
supported with a digital display. The gift shop stands nearby, allowing for
a single service point to accommodate ticketing, orientation, and retail.

The transformation included a re-imagining of the museum’s west wing,
including the renovation of the ground-floor café. A separate street
entrance allows it to function both as part of the museum and as a
separate urban amenity.

Large windows allow visitors to connect with the street and passersby
to glimpse the artworks and activities inside the museum. The café spills
into the exhibition space in the form of a laptop bar at the front window.

Increased transparency helps the museum merge with neighborhood life.
The adjoining studio can be opened to the lobby or separated by a sliding pocket
door. The studio’s location near the entry allows it to be used as a gathering space
for tour groups.

The classroom studio occupies the most visible corner of the building. A large glass
window wraps the corner, showcasing the importance of community education
programs for the museum.

The renovation added a mezzanine classroom that opens onto the roof terrace.
New windows in the existing masonry wall allow views between the new roof terrace
and the classroom.

The design team transformed the remnants of the former stage into library and
archives storage, using glass to extend an existing wall. The new wall stops short of the
ceiling, allowing existing HVAC systems to pass above. Open to researchers and visible
to visitors, the library anchors collections and research to the heart of the museum.

A former administrative space was transformed into a new climate-controlled
gallery. The new exhibition area connects to other galleries through a lobby in
the new elevator tower, creating a smooth visitor experience.

The tower serves as both an elevator lobby and a gallery space on each
floor, giving visitors the opportunity to view art, events on the roof deck,
and the town green from a single vantage point.

The new 3,300-square-foot roof terrace overlooking the town green
creates not just a space for museum patrons, but also a venue for large
outdoor events. The new zinc-clad tower provides a critical connection
between the existing wings and creates room for a much-needed freight
elevator that can be used for both visitor circulation and moving art into
upper-level galleries.
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